myxoedema, and the similarity of both to the condition which has been produced in many persons accidentally, and in animals experimentally, by the complete removal of the thyroid gland (cachexia strumipriva), and the further fact that all three conditions are ameliorated to a marked degree by the ingestion of thyroid gland extract, show that they are due to an imperfection in either the quantity or quality or in both of the "internal secretion" of the gland. That cretins exist with large thyroids shows that the secretion of an enlarged gland may be as imperfect in quality or quantity as that of an atrophied gland, such as is met with in myxoedema. It is remarkable that the administration of thyroid extract in some of these cases of cretinism with large thyroids, the givivg of an agent of nutrition which the gland itself is failing to provide, will very much diminish the size of the enlarged gland. It is easier to understand how thyroid extract will produce atrophy in a normal thyroid gland than how it will cause atrophy in a hypertrophied gland, which is already in important respects functionless. (To be continued.)
